0il and its Usefulness
Have Been Known for
Thousands of Years

/ n China, oil was used for lighting and heating as far
back as the Han dynasty (befare Christ) and later for
medical purposes. The builders of Babylon produced
asphalt by heating the oil which was also the case in
Persia - they used the asphalt for building the roads.
Egypfians have developed a technigue of mummification
by means of bitumen. Phoanicians were also aware of the
usefulness of oil in binding and washering parts of boats.
Ancient Greeks, however, were using a mixture of pitch
and asphal? as fuel in technically advanced lighthouses.
On his journey to China, Marco Polo reports of oil being
sald as regular merchandise near Baku in Persia (later
RussialF.

During that time, oil was still more or less a mystery to
Europe. In the middle ages, they used it in small quanti-
ties especially in medicine, shipbuilding and construction.
It was not until the 19th century that oil started to be
used as a source of energy after the lighting usefulness of
its derivative (predecessor of petroleum) was discovered
first in Russia and then

Nafta in njena uporabnost
je znana Ze tisocletja

Kitajci sa nafto uparabljali
v medicini, $e pred nadim
Stetjem (za dinastije Han)
pa so jo uporabljali tudi za
razsvetljavo in ogrevanje. S
kuhanjem nafte so gradite-
lji Babilona pridobivali as-
falt in ga uporabljali pri
gradnji. Asfalt so pri gradnji cest uporabljali tudi Perzijci. Egiptani so
razvili tehnologijo balzamiranja s pomocjo bitumna. Dobre lastnosti
nafte za vezavo in tesnenje ladijskih delov so poznali tudi Fenigani. V
antiéni Gréiji so pri tehniéno popolnejsih svetilnikih za gorivo uporab-
ljali zmes smole in asfalta’. Marco Polo se je na svojih potovanjih na
Kitajsko pri Bakuju v Perziji (kasneje v Rusiji} sretal tudi z nafto kot
trgovskim blagom?.

Fenicanska ladja

V teh tasih nafte v Evropi skorajda niso poznali. V srednjem veku so
jo uporabljali v manj3ih koliginah predvsem v medicini, ladjedelni§tvu
in gradbenistvu. Nafta kot energetski vir si je zatela utirati svojo pot

Bohemia?

Z¢C COLOSSUS
P - Solis apud Rhodios. g
3 :

— Sele v 19. stoletju, ko so v Rusiji in
kasneje na Ceskem odkrili uporab-
nost njenega derivata (predhodnika
petroleja) za razsvetljavo®.
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Rekonstrukcija kolosa - svetilnika na Rodosu

po Athanasiusu Kircherju iz leta 1679

Athanasius Kircher's reconstruction of the
Colossus - light-house of Rhodes from 1679
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