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Drage tekmovalke, dragi tekmovalci!

Pred vami je regijsko tekmovanje, ki bo pokazalo del vadega znanja angleiine. Ze dejstvo, da si Zelite
tekmovati, pove, da imate anglesc¢ino radi in da jo nedvomno tudi dobro obvladate. Prepri¢ani smo,
da bo tako tudi v prihodnje.

In kako se boste lotili nalog? Svetujemo vam, da najprej preletite vse tekmovalne naloge. Sledijo si po
dolocenem redu, vendar se lahko sami odlocite, po kakSnem vrstnem redu jih boste reSevali. Najprej
dobro preberite navodila, nato premislite in napravite, kar naloga zahteva. Pisite (itljivo. Pisite z
nalivnim peresom ali s kemi¢nim svin¢nikom, nikakor ne s svincnikom.

Ce imate kak3no vprasanje glede reSevanja nalog, vprasajte nadzornega ucitelja pred zacetkom
reSevanja. Kasneje to ne bo ve¢ mogoce.

Slovarjev in drugih pripomockov danes ne boste mogli uporabljati.

Za resevanje tekmovalnih nalog imate na voljo 60 minut. Zelimo vam uspesno resevanje!

Tekmovalne naloge je pripravila Drzavna komisija.



A) Bralno razumevanje
1. Sherman Alexie (b. 1966)

Read the text and decide whether the statements in the table are, according to the text,
true (T), false (F) or not given in the text (NT). Tick the appropriate column. The first
example has been done for you.

Sherman Alexie is a preeminent Native American poet, novelist, performer and filmmaker.
He has received high praise for his poems and short stories of contemporary Native
American reservation life, among them The Business of Fancydancing (1992) and Smoke
Signals (1998), a critically acclaimed movie based on one of Alexie’s short stories and for
which he co-wrote the screenplay. An acclaimed performer of his own work, Alexie held the
World Heavyweight Poetry title for four years. He continues to perform many of his poems
at poetry slams, festivals, and other venues, and has received praise for the energy and

emotion he brings to his work.

A Spokane tribal member, Alexie grew up on the Spokane Indian Reservation in Wellpinit,
Washington. Alexie was born hydrocephalic and underwent an operation at six months of
age; he was not expected to survive. Though he lived through the experience, he was
plagued with seizures as a child and spent most of his childhood reading. In the eighth grade,
he decided to attend Reardan High School, located twenty miles outside the reservation. His
achievements in high school secured his admission to Spokane’s Jesuit Gonzaga University in
1985, where he had a successful academic career but began to abuse alcohol. Alexie
transferred to Washington State University in 1987 and began writing poetry and short
fiction. In 1990 Alexie’s work was published in Hanging Loose magazine, a success he has

credited with giving him the incentive to quit drinking. He has remained sober ever since.

In his short-story and poetry collections, Alexie illuminates the despair, poverty, and
alcoholism that often shape the lives of Native Americans living on reservations. His poems,
novels and short stories evoke sadness and anger yet also leave readers with a sense of
respect and compassion for characters who are in seemingly hopeless situations. Involved
with crime, alcohol, or drugs, Alexie’s protagonists struggle to survive the constant battering

of their minds, bodies, and spirits by white American society and their own self-hatred and



sense of powerlessness. As Alexie asserted in The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven,
Native Americans “have a way of surviving. But it’s almost like Indians can easily survive the
big stuff. Mass murder, loss of language and land rights. It’s the small things that hurt the

most. The white waitress who wouldn’t take an order, Tonto, the Washington Redskins.”

A key characteristic of Alexie’s writing is irony, and his dark humour is often supported by an
excellent sense of timing. Alexie’s semi-autobiographical young adult novel The Absolutely
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian received major critical praise and won a host of awards,

including the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature.

Alexie has also been active in film, helping to create the first all-Indian movie. Smoke
Signals (1998) which was a major studio release. He has been the recipient of numerous
awards and grants. He is a highly sought-after public speaker and has been a guest on radio

and TV programs. He lives in Seattle, Washington with his wife and two sons.

0 Sherman Alexie has been praised for his work — poems and stories. | v/

1 Alexie wrote the script for the film Smoke Signals on his own.

2 The writer often performs his own work, especially to large
audiences.

Sherman Alexie's parents are both Native Americans.

As a baby, the author had a life-threatening surgery and survived.

Sherman Alexie has never had problems with alcohol.

Readers of Sherman's works can sympathise with his characters.

N o] o B~ W

Alexie sees Native Americans as people who can survive the
hardest things but often get hurt by the smaller things.

(o]

Irony is an important feature of Sherman's works.

9 The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has been banned in
fourteen American states.

Besedilo prirejeno po: http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/sherman-alexie




Vir slike: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian, New York, Little Brown



2. Interview with Sherman Alexie

Read the questions and responses in the following interview with Sherman Alexie. Circle
the letter in front of the question which best suits the response. See the example (0).

0

Sherman Alexie

Is The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian your autobiography, or did it just 'happen'?

c)

1
a)
b)
c)

b)
c)

How did you get the idea for writing The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian?
What do you and Junior in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian have in common?

It was actually part of a larger family memoir that | quit writing and then pulled out. So, | think in

the end, | wrote a giant family memoir in order for me to be able to write this little novel.

Violence appears in a lot of your books - is this a hard subject to write about?
How would you compare reading books to playing video games?
Is there anything writers can do to prevent pupils from misbehaviour?

Well, you hope it will be, but it’s not necessarily. Certainly | deal with violence because it’s real,
but also, kids these days, they end up playing video games—and | have nothing against them—but
they end up seeing and participating in a lot of violence everywhere... | want to make sure that
people are also thinking about violence seriously.

What story about the impact of True Diary on kids has left the most lasting impression on you?
What purpose did you have for visiting Spokane in 2009?
How did the Chicano boys show their respect for you?

The big moment for me was when | gave a reading in Spokane in 2009, and eight or nine Chicano
boys drove up with their teacher from Ephrata, which has a heavily migrant worker population.
These Chicano boys were so into the book—and they were all wearing ties—and they told me that
they had decided to put on ties to show respect to me and the book. Their excitement was
amazing, and all of them said it was the first book they’d ever finished.



3
a) What is the parents' role in choosing book titles? Is this good or bad?

b) Where do you stand on book-banning? Is it ever justified in a school or library?
c) Do you think reading anything is better than reading nothing? Why?

In every situation, there’s always an alternate book. The problem isn’t that one parent doesn’t
want their kid to read the book. The problem is they want to control what kids read. | have no
objection to a parent not wanting their kid to read my book. But when they try to control a
school’s curriculum, that’s when the fight is on. No, | can’t think of when it’s acceptable because

whatever the text, you can teach and learn from it.

4

a) Who helped you choose the language in True Diary?

b) Did you know True Diary would get banned while you were writing it?
c) Did banning your books affect your writing?

| remember one of the blurbs on my book: “It’s going to win many awards and be banned
everywhere.” Also, my editor, Jennifer Hunt, and | went back and forth about it. Jennifer is black.
She grew up in the West and was often the only minority in the room. We discussed the racial
insults that you grow up with—that you’re bombarded with on a daily basis. So, | knew it would.

5
a) How do books change the language we speak?
b) What impact does banning books have on the readers?

¢) Why does free speech matter so much?

Positive changes come from changing the very language we’re using. In order to advance as a
people, we need new ways of looking at the world and new ways of talking about the world. The
effort to ban books is really the insistence on using the same words in the same ways—the same

ideas.

6
a) Do you control what your 15- and 11-year-old sons read?

b) Did your 15- and 11-year-old sons read the book when it first came out?
c) Did you forbid your 15- and 11-year-old sons to talk about the True Diary?

When | talk to people who challenge the book and are uncomfortable with it, they often ask me
the same question. And | say, “Yeah, they can pick up any book they want.” My kid read True
Diary when he was nine. We talked about it—and more than that—they live with me, so they
hear me every day. And | have two incredibly polite, kind, generous children.



7

a) What to your opinion is the role of librarians and teachers in book-banning?

b) How efficient is book banning if supported by librarians and teachers?

c) What would you say to the librarians and teachers who fight to keep books like yours in the
hands of kids?

Kids these days are so much smarter and world aware. So that’s the ludicrous thing about book
banning. It’s ludicrous to assume that kids these days can be sheltered. So, thank you. | have the
easiest part of the job. I'm like a Rear Admiral hanging out at the officer’s club, and these teachers
and librarians are on the front lines.

a) Are we to expect a completely different topic in your next book?
b) Do you think part Il. will get banned, too?
c) When can we expect the next sequel?

Maybe we’ll put on the cover of my new book, “Now more ban-able than ever!” It’s going to have
the same sort of tone, the same sort of content. In other words, it’s an incredibly tame book that

gets banned. It’s the story of Rowdy. It’s the same year, but from Rowdy’s point of view. The kids

who really love True Diary are the ones who are like Rowdy, so this book is directed toward them.
No, and in some ways Rowdy directly responds to it.

Besedilo prirejeno po:
https://ncacblog.wordpress.com/2013/02/19/sherman-alexie-talks-to-ncacs-the-write-stuff-about-being-

banned/

http://www.sadiemagazine.com/past-issues/issue-no-4/centerfold/the-absolutely-true-interview-with-
sherman-alexie-an-amazing-part-time-indian

Vir slik:
str. 5: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherman_Alexie
str. 4, 7: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian, New York, Little Brown




B) Raba jezika

1. History of Reservations

Read the text and choose the correct missing word from the chart. Circle the letter in front
of it. Write the letters in the table below.

The history of Indian reservations in North America extends back to the early colonial times.
The establishment of Indian reservations appeared (0) contemporaries as a
particularly suitable means of legal certainty and protection for the defeated tribes. At the
same time it was expected from the concentration of individual Indian tribes within
reservations to better control the tribes and to bring them close to the lifestyle (1)

the “white men” in a long process.

In 1824 the “Office of Indian Affairs” took (2) the supervision for the ever-growing
number of Indian reservations in the United States.

At the end of the so-called “Indian wars” (3) the year 1890 all the larger tribes were
housed in reservations under the control of the American government. The Indian tribes had
obtained the American citizenship in 1924. Increasingly, native Indians themselves were
included in the (4) of the reservations. This was a first step towards to a gradual
self-government of the reservations through its own representatives of the tribes.
Approaches dating back (5) the1930s led to the establishment of an Indian self-
government and supreme tribal governments. They were now involved in decisions of the
Federal Government.

Although still many tribes could never recover from centuries of oppression of their culture
and were still plagued (6) high unemployment or alcoholism, the situation in some
strains improved, due to the above mentioned administrative reforms in the reservations.
This guaranteed the tribes their own jurisdiction, even a tribal police. At least some Indian
tribes used their privileges in the second half of the 20th century to build a flourishing

(7) in the reservations: tourism and art trade, or the operation of casinos. That

brought (8) a strong return to their own culture, religion and language as well.



0 | a)about b) to c) for d) with
1 |a)for b) with c) of d) from
2 | a)away b) over c) back d) after
3 | a)around b) at c)on d) by
4 | a) protecting b) cleaning c) operating d) management
5 [a)in b) till c) between d) among
6 | a)of b) in c) for d) by
7 | a) economy b) society c) life d) country
8 |a)to b) along c) down d) in

0 2 3 5 6 8

B

8

Besedilo prirejeno po https://arnoldspirit.wordpress.com/category/background-information/

Vir slike: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian, New York, Little Brown




2. Because Geometry is not a Country Somewhere near France
(from The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian)

Read the excerpt from the novel and fill in the gaps with the words from the box. There
are four words too many. The first item has been done for you.

by highly as began same so with

still that successfully this gave for

Mostly, | just think Mr. P is a lonely old man who used to be a lonely young man. And

(0) for some reason | don’t understand, lonely white people love to hang

around lonelier Indians.

“All right, kids, let’s get cracking,” Mr. P said (1) he passed out the

geometry books. “How about we do something strange and start on page one?”
| grabbed my book and opened it up. | wanted to smell it. Heck, | wanted to kiss it. Yes, kiss
it. That’s right, | am a book kisser. Maybe that’s kind of perverted or maybe it’s just romantic

and (2) intelligent. But my lips and | stopped short when | saw

(3) written on the inside front cover:

THIS BOOK BELONGS TO AGNES ADAMS
Okay, now you’re probably asking yourself, “Who is Agnes Adams?” Well, let me tell you.

Agnes Adams is my mother. MY MOTHER! And Adams is her maiden name. So that means

my mother was born an Adams and she was (4) an Adams when she

wrote her name in that book. And she was thirty when she (5) birth to me.

Yep, so that means | was staring at a geometry book that was at least thirty years older than
| was.

| couldn’t believe it. How horrible is that? My school and my tribe are (6)

poor and sad that we have to study from the (7) dang books our parents

studied from. That is absolutely the saddest thing in the world.
And let me tell you, that old, old, old, decrepit geometry book hit my heart (8)
the force of a nuclear bomb. My hopes and dreams floated up in a mushroom cloud. What

do you do when the world has declared nuclear war on you?

Vir besedila: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian, New York, Little Brown

10



C) Pisno sporocanje
1. Friendship

"Rowdy is tough, strong, and mean, 2% ¥
while Junior is comparatively weak, R STl
hopeful, and friendly." ) a ?? “‘\ ‘

Fourteen-year long friendship between two different )_‘

characters (Rowdy and Junior) resulted in many C/

incidents. Based on the facts from the book The '

Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian write a o -
composition in which you discuss the following: Vﬁjﬁ fj;y‘“g‘ﬂ'l ; g e Tt Lak

e how Rowdy's and Junior's characters reflect in their relationship

¢ which event, you think, changed their friendship dramatically, and how

e discuss and justify the views about making friends as presented in the novel and
the way you experience it.

Your composition should contain 180 to 220 words. You will be marked on the following:
content (5 points), vocabulary (3 points), grammar (4 points) and organisation (3 points).

You may plan your draft here. It will not be marked.

Vir slike: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part -Time Indian, New York, Little Brown

11




Friendship
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